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introduction

Over the centuries, Christian theology has flourished as a vi-
sion of robust faith, centered on an all-powerful God who is 
known and loved for the salvation this God makes possible 
for human beings. The doctrines of theology have focused on 
the mystery and meaning of God, and theology’s influence has 
been largely determined by a particular understanding of the 
human condition, with the ultimate goal of saving human souls. 

As a human-based enterprise, the theological landscape 
has changed dramatically. Particularly through the scientific 
study of human origins (paleoanthropology), we no longer 
understand the human to be a codependent sinful being. We 
are, rather, complex evolutionary creatures, flourishing over 
a time span of some seven million years. 

Over long time spans, human beings have exhibited a re-
silient creativity, reflecting and illuminating the creativity of 
the Godhead itself. The mystery of human becoming opens 
up the mysterious meaning of God in a profoundly new way. 
The new horizons of our human evolutionary narrative invite 
us into a novel exploration of that which grounds everything 
in sacred meaning, the human and nonhuman alike. 

In the twenty-first century, theology is embracing the en-
larged wisdom arising from cosmology, evolutionary theory, 
quantum physics, ecology, and the new biology. Strangely, 
however, there seems to be little recognition of the advances 
being made in the field of paleoanthropology. Incorporating 
insights about human origins has revolutionary implications 
for our understanding of incarnation and God’s embodied 
presence with humans and our ancestors throughout our entire 
seven million years.



viii Introduction

Our current spiritual awakening follows an interdisciplin-
ary trajectory and transcends much of the past dualistic split 
between the sacred and the secular. We are invited into the 
enlarged scientific horizons of our time. Particularly for the 
present work, we are tasked to learn from the amazing dis-
coveries we are making in relation to our long evolutionary 
narrative on this earth. On several fronts, secular resources 
seem to be outpacing sacred learnings of the past, calling forth 
a spiritual exploration that can engage peoples from several 
wisdom traditions, some religious, others of no particular 
religious allegiance. 

This book is for all those people who are seeking new 
spiritual meaning amid a decadent religious world, where 
inherited doctrines and dogmas lose meaning and relevance 
at a rapidly increasing rate. It explores how the divine Spirit 
still continues to renew the face of the earth, reawakening 
within the human spirit an organic evolutionary wisdom too 
long suppressed and denied. 

Welcome to the exploration!
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