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It’s that time of year …

Advent and Christmas are supposed to be seasons of  
quiet anticipation and peaceful wonder. Yet, despite what 
the carol says, we have few silent nights and even fewer 

days when all is calm. Advent and Christmas have become 
times laden with every kind of expectation: work parties, 

school break-ups, present buying, heavy traffic,  
people to remember, and so on and on.

These prayers are a little breather. A rest from the hype.

A chance to just be ourselves for a moment, just as we are, 
with the God who wants to keep things simple.

Hopefully these words and images can help turn  
the silly season into the sanity season.

They aim to bring us closer to the one we love.
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Advent calendars are more popular than 
ever. You see them everywhere, mostly 
made from cardboard. Each day, you 

open a little door and find a treat inside. Usually 
it is made of chocolate. Sometimes it will have 
already melted. There is always tomorrow to 
bring better luck.

Perhaps these calendars are not quite in 
keeping with the true spirit of Advent, which 
is more about waiting and less about a daily 
dose of sugar. Advent is the original adventure, 
a journey that encourages us to look a bit 
further afield.

They say that if you can’t beat them, join 
them. So here is an Advent calendar with  
a twist. The doors are all different, part of 
the world around us. Each door opens onto 
a simple experience and asks us to recognise 
all the different openings God finds to come 
into our lives. God is a great adventurer. 
God is always looking out for a new place to  
find us.

There are plenty of doors in scripture but, 
oddly enough, many of them seem to be 
closed. In the Gospels, we read advice about 
closing the door when we pray, stories about 
banquet doors being shut, an account of 
people who can’t get their sick friend through 
a blocked door, a parable about a householder 
with locked doors and exhortations to make 
known what we hear behind closed doors. 

In Luke, Jesus asks us to enter through a 
narrow door. In two of the resurrection stories 
in Luke’s Gospel, the disciples are cowering 
behind closed doors.

Of course, none of these stories think that the 
doors should remain locked and bolted. They 
show us creative ways to get them open.

Faith is always a foot in the door, stopping us 
from getting closed in on ourselves. It is a key 
to the safe in which we can be tempted to 
keep our hearts, fearing they might get hurt 
yet again. 

Please enjoy these doors and find a few 
minutes for the Lord who stands and knocks, 
patiently. Jesus says to those he advises to 
keep ringing his doorbell ‘What parent, when 
a child asks for bread, will give them a stone?’

Please also enjoy the twelve cards of  
Christmas. The Lord finds a way into our 
wallets, purses, bags, letter-boxes and 
drawers. Amid all the hassles that can come 
with the end of one year and beginning 
of another, remember that God has seen 
more years than the rest of us combined. 
In the enormous expanse of the universe, 
God knows the beauty of small gestures. In 
the vast ocean of time, God can touch us in  
a moment.

Michael McGirr   
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God of The Front Door

DAY 1 OF ADVENT
1

Loving God, we step out into the world this day

As we do every day.

Sometimes it is easy to leave the comfort of home, sometimes it isn’t, 

but mostly we rush out on autopilot because we are running late.

Beyond this door there are many things we can’t control,

situations we can’t predict and events whose pace frustrates us. 

Give us the peace of heart and strength of purpose

That allow us to step out and find our home with you

Wherever your grace leads us today.

Help us this day to be the answer to somebody else’s prayer.

Amen.

From today’s Psalm, Ps 122: ‘I was glad when they said to me, 
“Let us go to the house of the Lord!’”
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God of The Front Door
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God of The Post Office Box Door

DAY 2 OF ADVENT
2

God of wisdom, thank you for the gift of your word.

For the many ways your word reaches us,  

sometimes through letters.

Most of the mail these days is about business

But occasionally somebody still takes time to write.

Many of us have special letters from people we love,

even from people who have died.

We treasure their handwriting because it is theirs alone.

May we reach out to those who need your care.

And may we ponder in scripture

The writings of human beings who were inspired by you

To find words to share your truth.

Envelop us in your story.

Amen.

From today’s Psalm, PS 122: ‘Peace be within your walls,
and security within your towers.’
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God of The Post Office Box Door
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