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 AUGUST
PETER MURNANE
Peter was born in Cobden, Western 
Victoria. He joined the Dominican Friars 
in Melbourne and was ordained in 1965. 
Peter has been a chaplain in universities 
and prisons, and has worked as part of 
an itinerant preaching team and in the 
formation of young Dominican friars.

 SEPTEMBER
ALICE CARWARDINE
Alice is the coordinator of Caritas 
Catholic Earthcare in Australia, an 
organisation committed to addressing 
environmental issues through Catholic 
social teaching. She is a contributing 
author to Generation Laudato Si’ 
– Catholic Youth on Living Out an 
Ecological Spirituality.

For further reading on Eco-spirituality, 
check out Ecological Spirituality by  
Trish Hindmarsh – available from  
Garratt Publishing.

 OCTOBER
BERNADETTE MERCIECA
Bernadette Mercieca is a sessional 
Religious Education and Maths lecturer 
and tutor at ACU in Melbourne and 
a secondary Religious Education and 
Maths teacher at Our Lady of Mercy 
College, Heidelberg. She is one of the co-
authors of witness, specialist, moderator: 
the critical role of Catholic educators in 
our changing world.

ANN RENNIE
Ann Rennie is an author and has over 
25 years’ experience in teaching in 
Melbourne Catholic schools. She has 
Masters’ degrees in Religious Education 
and in Educational Leadership from the 
Australian Catholic University. Ann has 
held a number of leadership positions 
and currently teaches at Genazzano FCJ 
College, Kew. 

 NOVEMBER
SAM CLEAR
Sam is an author, documentary producer 
and adventurer. His experience of 
walking over 15,000 kms and asking 
people to pray for Christian unity 
has been shared with young people 
throughout Australia and internationally.

 DECEMBER
  – ADVENT

MICHAEL McGIRR
Michael is a best-selling author whose 
books have sold over 200,000 copies. 
He is currently the Mission Facilitator 
at Caritas Australia. He is the author of 
Doorways into Hope and Joy and This Cup 
We Bless.

  
 DECEMBER 

  – CHRISTMAS
GAVIN BROWN
Gavin Brown is a lecturer in Christian 
thought and history at Yarra Theological 
Union, a Catholic college within the 
University of Divinity. Specialising in 
the history and theology of Christian 
worship, Gavin teaches courses in 
sacramental theology and liturgical 
history. He is the author of Authentic 
Christian Living, and Yesterday, Today 
& Tomorrow – a module for secondary 
students on Garratt Publishing’s 
REconnection online platform.
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Introduction
We can spend a lifetime waiting to witness that one miracle  

that will change our lives, but the truth is that we are surrounded  
by miracles every day. Consider the first green leaf bud after a long winter, 
the warmth of a friend’s embrace, or the unexpectedness of a stranger’s 
kindness. 
Inside A Year of Miracles you will find a collection of fourteen voices that 
explore what it means to be Catholic today. Each month is dedicated to 
a particular theme, ranging from synodality to social justice; from Lent 
and Easter to rediscovering the miracle of Christmas – and much more in 
between. You’ll also find some further reading suggestions featuring these 
authors, and a handy list of Feast Days and Significant Days for Australia.

NOVEMBER –  
PRAYING FOR UNITY 

Paving a Path to Unity
SAM CLEAR

DECEMBER – ADVENT 
Doorways into Hope and Joy
MICHAEL McGIRR

DECEMBER – CHRISTMAS 
An Incarnational Life
GAVIN BROWN

25

2422

IMPORTANT DATES
Feast Days and Significant 

Days in Australia
27
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Authors

 JANUARY
JOHN WARHURST
John Warhurst AO is an Emeritus 
Professor of political science at ANU. 
His expertise is centred on Australian 
government and politics, especially 
parties, elections, lobbying and church-
state relations. He is the author of 
Wrestling with the Church Hierarchy and 
Hard Questions Born of Love.

 FEBRUARY
Fr ANDREW HAMILTON
Jesuit priest Fr Andy Hamilton writes 
for Jesuit Communications publications 
and for Jesuit Social Services. He is also 
chaplain to the Lao Community and to 
the Immigrant Detention Centre. He is 
the author of A Friendly Guide to Jesus, 
and a co-author of the Garratt Lenten 
Program Year B – Living in Harmony.

 MARCH
JULIETTE HUGHES 
Juliette Hughes is a Melbourne writer 
and singer who was born in the north of 
England. After graduating from Melbourne 
University in Pure English, Juliette taught 
for over 40 years in Catholic, state and 
independent systems. She reviews books 
for The Age, writes regularly for Eureka 
Street, and has published two books with 
Garratt Publishing.

 APRIL
KATHLEEN DONNELLON
Kathleen is a lawyer, mediator, facilitator 
and author. For the past 15 years, 
Kathleen has been a board director 
and board Chair of various faith based 
and non-faith based not-for-profit 
organisations, involved in international 
and local aid programs, education and 
mental health. She is the author of  
Deep Governance Matters.

 MAY
ANGELA McCARTHY
Angela McCarthy is an adjunct senior 
lecturer in theology at The University 
of Notre Dame Australia’s Fremantle 
campus and a member of the Plenary 
Council of the Catholic Church in 
Australia. She is a member of the 
Australian Academy of Liturgy and 
the editor of Pastoral Liturgy. She is a 
contributing author to in her voice.

 JUNE
CHRIS MONAGHAN
Chris Monaghan is a Passionist who 
studied at YTU and then at the Pontifical 
Biblical Institute in Rome and Jerusalem. 
Since 1987 he has been lecturing at YTU in 
both Old and New Testament. He is the 
author of See With the Eyes of the Heart 
and A Friendly Guide to the Lost Gospels.

 JULY
CHRIS GERAGHTY
Chris Geraghty has worked as an 
ordained priest, a lecturer in theology 
and later as a judge. His latest book for 
Garratt Publishing, Virgins & Jezebels, is 
a sequel to his earlier publication – Jesus 
the Forgotten Feminist.
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