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The MacKillop Family



FAMILY LIFE

he story of Mary MacKillop begins in colonial

Melbourne with the meeting of her parents,

Alexander MacKillop and Flora MacDonald, both
Scottish migrants from Inverness.

Their arrival in Australia was not in itself unusual.
Between 1788 - the date of white occupation - and the 1850s,
when the gold rush boom was encouraging thousands of
adventurers to seek their fortunes in Australia, 187,000 free
settlers crossed the seas. Alexander and Flora, like all those
others, were seeking a new life in this land. :

Alexander MacKillop was 26 years old when he arrived in
Port Jackson (NSW) on the 2 January 1838, a passenger on the
ship, Brilliant, which was skippered by Master Gilkinson, and
was reported as arriving from the Island of Mull (Scotland).
Work was plentiful and Alexander soon found employment
as a clerk with the busy import-export company, Campbell
and Sons.

Later the following year he was transterred by his em-
ployers to Melbourne in the recently proclaimed colony of
Port Phillip, a district with a population of approximately
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3,500 at the time. Melbourne, the next impor-
tant settlement after Williamstown, was still a
mere village. Roads, such as they were, were
dusty ruts in summer and muddy ditches in
winter. Properties were unfenced, with ani-
mals roaming everywhere at will.

Yet the first signs of prosperity were
beginning to appear. Horses and carts pulled
wool and wool products to busy wharves,
ready for selling and shipping back to England.
Double-storey, sometimes even triple-storey,
solid stone and brick buildings were being con-
structed. Such wealth and solidity indicated
that colonia} Melbourne was intended as more

Alexander MacKillop than a temporary
1812 - 1868 4

Mary MacKillop ArchiveCentre,
North Sydney, NSW

actwmes too, were further ev1dence of this. Soon Alexander

d brother Donald, arrived in Port Phllhp on
n the ship, Glen Huntly. Typhoid broke out

Neither family had known each other in Scotland, but
within three months of meeting (July 1840};,'A1exander and
Flora were married by Fr Patrick Bonaventure Geoghegan
OFM in the small wooden chapel near the site of what is now
St Francis Church in Lonsdale Street, Melbdurne.

Alexander was an educated man. He'd studied as a
seminarian for seven years, first in Rome and later in
Scotland, so he knew philosophy and theology. As a leading
Catholic layman he was appoin’ted a member of the Board of
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Trustees and Treasurer of the Roma:
Church.

After three years in Australia, Ale
well established, not only socially in

L

and between the

ander purchased
s Newtown) for hi S
hmond and Coll

Flora MacDonald
1816 - 1886

Mary MacKillop Archive Centre,
North Sydney, NSW

ree months old when business failure Granite slab set into
. the footpath outside
to sell the family home. Alexander was | ;i 175 unswick Street,
yusinessmen who formed a syndicate to FithO)’i where '\élary
MacKillop was born.
rader. The syndicate was made responsible for e o
of ten thousand pounds. Forced by the bank to sell
to pay theu debts, Alexander lost everything.
The MaCKlllops shifted to Glenroy, the first of the moves
that were to become a regular occurrence throughout Mary’s
childhood. Never again would Alexander be as successful in  garly Melbourne Street
business as he had been, and he would now have to battle to  Scene

, . , . ) . . Mary MacKillop Archi
provide for his growing family. Never completely destitute, ~centre, North Sydney, Nsw
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It was in hardships,
that you had to rear
the bitterest brials and
greatest need youn
confidence in Divine
pwwcf@ﬂcewm
jailed.

17 November 1866, Penola

Peter and Flora MacKillop, mid-1860s
Mary MacKillop Archive Centre, North Sydney, NSW

the family would be always poor and
dependent on the generosity of relatives.

Mary, as the eldest of the eight
children: Maggie, John, Alick [died at 11
months of age], Annie, Lexie, Donald and
Peter, came to be relied upon heavily.
Only 11 years old when Donald was born,
Mary sacked the nurse employed by her
mother, after finding the nurse in a
drunken state.

Three years later, the family fol-
lowed Alexander MacKillop to Sydney in
a fruitless search for work. He returned
ahead of them. Upon their return to
Melbourne, Flora, pregnant with Peter,
and along with the other MacKillop
children was stranded at Sandridge (Port
Melbourne). Mary and John had to walk
25 kilometres to the Somerton relatives
for help. In 1866 Mary would write to
Flora recalling the years of struggle and
Flora’s unswerving faith:

‘It was in hardships, poverty and even
want that you had to rear your children,
but in the bitterest trials and greatest
need your confidence in Divine Provi-
dence never failed.’

17 November 1866, Penola

Mary had a private education for a
while, but the frequent moves while her
father sought work meant that her
formal education was often disrupted.
Alexander’s training for the priesthood,
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however, meant that he was able to give Mary much assist- M% [%@ a a
ance. Her many letters and her writings in later life demon- il iz, o
strate not only grammatical skills and perfect spelling, but a
sound understanding of her Catholic religion and an ability C% ot vy hsime
to articulate her learning and her thoughts. when J had i, a

During these years Alexander was heavily involved in 54/ WW ave.
religious and political debate. His outspoken opinions wary to Monsignor Kirby,
against the Reverend John Dunmore Lang who preached  fom 22V 17
sectarianism cost him his job with Campbells. Likewise, his
criticism of Minister O’Shannasy’s land policy cost him his
position as a clerk on the Ballarat goldfields.

Her father’s actions and the consequences that followed
for the family, taught Mary at an early age about the price for
holding firmly to beliefs. This was of course to be her own
experience and she, too, would stand firm.

‘My life as a child was one of sorrow, my home when I

had it, a most unhappy one.

Mary to Monsignor Kirby, Rome, 22 May 1873.
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Mary MacKillop





