


CHAPTER 1

19

on the part of the Christian community, which in addition to 

proclaiming the Gospel to those who do not know it, is also 

called to support her children in their awareness of their faith. 

�e value that present-day culture attributes to freedom with 

respect to the selection of one’s own faith can be understood 

as a valuable opportunity to make adherence to the Lord an 

act that is profoundly personal and gratuitous, mature and 

deliberate. For this reason, it becomes evident that catechesis 

must have a profound connection with evangelisation. �is 

forms within Christians an identity that is clear and secure 

and serenely capable, in dialogue with the world, of giving 

the reason for Christian hope with gentleness, respect and an 

upright conscience (DC, 322).
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In an era characterised by diversity, uncertainty, and 

numerous education reforms, Catholic school educators are 

faced with many challenges and also new opportunities. Teaching 

Religious Education in Catholic Schools has been written to 

address many of these challenges, as well as o� ering a fresh 

perspective and helpful guide which is informed by scholarly 

research and practical insights. � is book models solutions 

for religious education teachers — and pre-service teachers — 

and will assist in planning and implementing a contemporary 

religious education program for students.
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