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The Theology of 
Tariq Ramadan
A Catholic Perspective

Gregory Baum

An insightful approach to Catholic -Muslim dialogue. 

Tariq Ramadan has been described as one of the most influential Muslim  
theologians in the world today. His books, which include Western Muslims and  
the Future of Islam and To Be a European Muslim, are the subject of intense  
analysis and debate, especially in Europe. 

In this timely book, Gregory Baum assesses the theological insights of the  
Swiss-born, Oxford-based Ramadan and presents their points of connection  
with Catholic social teaching. This groundbreaking approach to Catholic– 
Muslim dialogue finds common ground and some surprising areas of  
theological convergence.

gregory baum  is professor emeritus at McGill University and the founding 
editor of The Ecumenist. He is the author of a number of books, including Signs of 
the Times, Amazing Churches, and Religion and Alienation (all Novalis).

theology, islam
$48.95 paperback
184pp, 6 × 9

isbn 978-2-89646-079-3
canadian and world rights, 
except u.s
february
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Death or Canada
The Irish Famine Migration to Toronto, 1847 

Mark G. McGowan

The relatively unknown story of the Irish migration to Toronto in 1847.

This important book about the Irish famine of 1847 and its impact on the city  
of Toronto tells a story that is still relatively unknown to most of Toronto’s citizens. 
Historian Mark McGowan delves beneath the surface of statistics and brings  
to light the stories of men and women who had to face a desperate choice: almost 
certain death from starvation in Ireland, or a perilous sea voyage to a faraway 
place called Canada. 

mark mcgowan  is a specialist in the religious, social, migration, and  
educational history of Canada. He is the author of The Waning of the Green: 
Catholics, the Irish and Identity in Toronto, 1887–1922 (McGill-Queen’s), and  
Michael Power: The Struggle to Build the Catholic Church on the Canadian Frontier, 
the first full-length biography of Toronto’s first Roman Catholic bishop.

“While this volume focuses on just one year, in one city, its intent is to encourage 
further social study of the Irish experience in Canada, while putting faces and 
voices to the bare statistics that have come to distinguish ‘Black ’47’ from the other 
phases of Irish migration.” —Mark McGowan

history 
$54.95 paperback  
w/ french flaps
180 pp, 7 × 9

isbn 978-2-89646-129-5
world rights
march

Novalis Spr 09 layout FINAL.indd   3 2/20/09   10:07:24 AM

Distributed in Australia by John Garratt Tel 1300 650 878 Fax 03 8545 3922 
email: sales@johngarratt.com.au 

Prices quoted are RRP in Australian dollars 

Novalis June 09 Catalogue



n
ew

 t
it

le
s

	 6 	 novalis spring catalogue 2009

re
li

gi
o

u
s 

tr
ad

e

The Gift of 
Spiritual Intimacy
Following the Spiritual Exercises of Saint Ignatius

Monty Williams SJ

A timeless and invaluable tool for anyone seeking to develop  
a deeper sense of self and God.

In The Gift of Spiritual Intimacy, Monty Williams presents a step-by-step guide  
to working with one of the Christian world’s first self-help books: The Spiritual 
Exercises of St. Ignatius.

Guiding the reader through each of the four traditional weeks for these exercises, 
Williams has designed a book that can be used by individuals or groups, at home  
or in retreat, pastoral, academic or parish settings. A timeless and invaluable tool 
for anyone seeking to develop a deeper sense of self and God.

monty williams sj  is an internationally acclaimed spiritual director and 
retreat leader. He teaches at Regis College in Toronto.

spirituality, self-help
$54.95 paperback
312 pp, 6.25 × 7

isbn 978-2-89646-033-5
world rights
march
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Beatitudes for  
the Workplace
Max Oliva SJ

An exploration of the eight virtues, and their relationship  
with finding faith in the workplace.

People in the workplace are asking some difficult questions about how  
to find meaning in their work, how to find God in daily life, and how to  
bring the light of faith to ethical issues. 

Using the Beatitudes of Jesus as a framework, Oliva explores eight virtues:  
wisdom, integrity, honesty, compassion, justice for the earth, forgiveness,  
generosity, and courage. 

Readers will find in these pages help from the experience of others, hope for  
their work-faith journey, and encouragement to live a blessed life.

max oliva sj  has a degree in Marketing and an mba in Organizational  
Behaviour and Industrial Relations. Now based in California, he offers retreats 
and workshops throughout North America. 

business ethics
$48.95 paperback
200 pp, 6 × 9

isbn 978-2-89646-125-7
world rights
march
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Names of Blessing
Pier Giorgio Di Cicco

An inspiring book of poetry that leads us deeper into the mystery that is God. 

In this new volume of poetry, Pier Giorgio Di Cicco celebrates the presence of 
God — the God of love, the One we discover in our encounters with others.  
Even when God seems hidden, there is no escaping God.

Di Cicco’s use of stark but wondrous images and metaphors makes us think twice, 
but always leads us deeper into the mystery that is God.

pier giorgio di cicco, the poet laureate of the City of Toronto and a priest of 
the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Toronto, is the celebrated author of numerous 
collections of poetry.

“The poems in Names of Blessing are love songs: they speak to the heart and  
from the heart; they soar and lilt; they are epiphanies of affection and conduits  
of grace; they disclose the innermost feelings of the lover; they are unabashed 
celebrations of the Divine Lover.” —Michael Higgins, author of Heretic Blood:  
The Spiritual Geography of Thomas Merton and Stalking the Holy: In Pursuit of  
Saint Making

poetry, inspirational  
and religious
$35.95 paperback w/ flaps
96 pp, 5.375 × 8.25

isbn 978-2-89646-124-0
world rights
march
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River of Awareness
Seeking the Wisdom of Love

Stephen Sims

Take a journey of self-discovery towards a deeper understanding  
of self, love and life. 

The journey of self-discovery is like a river. The river is constantly changing —  
from still and calm to rushing and out of control, and everything in between.  
But always the river is there, winding through our lives, teaching us many  
lessons and offering us countless blessings.

River of Awareness asks the guiding question of how the heart is taught to love. 
Spiritual river guide Stephen Sims travels with the reader, exploring, teaching, 
listening and leading the reader to a deeper understanding of self, love and life. 

stephen sims  is founder of the IASIS Foundation — the awareness project —  
facilitating interactive learning circles, vision quests, as well as addiction and 
spiritual support groups. Stephen also directs Peace Trek, an East-West school of 
compassion for young adults. He lives in Montreal.

“For this age of spiritual seeking, River of Awareness offers a treasure chest of insight-
ful images and ideas, all around the master metaphor of the river, inexorably flowing 
on, and yet ultimately navigable to the contemplative canoeist that Sims aspires to 
become.” —Charles Taylor, Professor emeritus of Philosophy, McGill University

self-help, personal growth
$48.95 paperback
312 pp, 5.25 × 8.25

isbn 978-2-89646-122-6
world rights
february
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leadership
$32.95 paperback
96 pp, 6 × 9

isbn 978-2-89646-128-8
world rights
april

To Lead is to Serve
Brother René Stockman

An exploration of the spiritual role of leadership. 

What is the difference between management and leadership? In To Lead is  
to Serve, Brother René Stockman explores this all-important question.

While management skills can be learned through study or on the job, leadership 
skills evolve based on our personality over a long period of time. Leadership  
style is shaped by our successes, our failures, and people’s response to it.

Leading people is a spiritual role. Leaders become examples for others. A key  
role for leaders is to defend those in their care — to be their spokesperson, their 
advocate, their servant.

rené stockman , a Brother of Charity, has served God and others as a teacher, 
the head of a school and the head of a psychiatric hospital, a provincial superior 
and superior general. Brother Stockman is the author of several books, including 
Ubi Caritas: Facing the Crisis in Consecrated Life Today (Novalis). He is based in 
Belgium.
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autobiography
$43.95 paperback
200 pp, 6 × 9

isbn 978-2-89646-127-1
world rights
april

What Was There  
for Me Once
A Memoir

Margaret R. Brennan ihm

A poignant memoir that describes one woman’s deep love for the Church.

“Over the course of my life, I have seen at least three major repaintings of religious 
life,” says Sister Margaret Brennan. Now 84, she wrote her memoirs as a way to 
tell the story of what happened to religious life in North America during a crucial 
period of history. Writing revealed to her “what was there for me once and what  
is there for me now.” 

This charming, inspiring memoir leads readers through turbulent times — the 
upheaval and renewal of Vatican II, the emergence of the women’s movement, 
struggles in leadership, and much more. Through it all, Brennan keeps the faith, 
describing her life as “a long love affair with the Church.”

margaret r. brennan ihm  is a theologian, professor emerita at  
Regis College at the University of Toronto, and former president of the Leadership 
Conference of Women Religious in the United States.
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Psalms for the  
Liturgical Year 
(Year B)

Gordon Johnston

A must-have resource for every Canadian parish.

Featuring psalm settings for each Sunday and all the major feast days,  
this essential musical resource is the first publication to feature the psalm  
texts that are used in the new Canadian Lectionary. 

Composer and conductor Gordon Johnston provides keyboard and guitar  
accompaniments, as well as parts for C and B flat instruments. The cantor’s  
text is pointed for easy singing. This is the first of a three-volume set.  
Psalms for Year C will be released in Fall 2009, and Year A in Fall 2010.

An accompanying audio CD contains all psalms for Year B.

gordon johnston , a composer and conductor, is a regular musical  
contributor to Living with Christ, and is Director of Music at the Church  
of St. John the Evangelist in Ottawa.

ministerial resource,  
liturgical music
$110.00 coil binding w/ audio cd
250pp, 8.5 × 11

isbn 978-2-89646-081-6
world rights
february
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religious education
$87.95 paperback
320 pp, 8.5 × 11

isbn 978-2-89646-126-4
world rights
april

Teaching Teens Religion 
How to Make It a Favourite Class

Danny Brock

A practical guide on teaching Religion to teens.

Most new Religion teachers begin by asking, “What do I teach?” But to be  
successful, they first need to ask, “How do I teach Religion to teens?”

Today’s teens are living in a time of great insecurity. Many of them have experienced 
family breakdown, addiction, and abuse. Many feel an inner emptiness. They 
have been asking religious questions for a while now — the false promises of a 
relativistic and consumer culture have driven them to it.  

In this practical resource, veteran Religion teacher Danny Brock offers guidance, 
inspiration and more than a few laughs for the high school teacher who may  
be bewildered, unsure and too often disheartened at the prospect of teaching 
teens religion. 

danny brock  has taught high school Religion for over 20 years and directed 
many youth retreats in Canada and the United States. He has a Master’s in  
Pastoral Ministry and is currently director of Religious Education at St. Andrew’s 
Regional Catholic High School in Victoria, British Columbia.
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religious education
$21.95 paperback
96 pp, 6 × 9

isbn 978-2-89646-123-3
world rights
march

How Far Can We Go? 
A Catholic Guide to Sex and Dating

Leah Perrault & Brett Salkeld

A clear and concise guide on sex and dating in the Catholic Church.

What does the Church say about sex and dating? Too often, Catholic teens  
and young adults hear only the message from the secular media, or hear  
a negative message from the Church. 

This embarrassment-free presentation, designed for cynical teens, sets out the 
Catholic approach to dating and sexual relationships in simple, direct language. 
This short, entertaining and very helpful book is the result of extensive workshops 
with teenagers in both school and parish settings. As a result, the approach taken 
by the authors is both unapologetically Catholic — and definitely “theologically 
correct”— while at the same time completely open in its direct presentation of 
human sexuality.

leah perrault  is currently completing a Master of Art in Pastoral Theology  
at the University of St. Michael’s College, in addition to being the Director  
of Pastoral Services in the Diocese of Saskatoon.  

brett salkeld is a doctoral student in Theology at Regis College in Toronto.

Brett and Leah are the co-founders of Tobias and Sarah Ministries, which 
aims to provide balanced and engaging formation on Catholic sexuality.
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